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a pilgrimage to Banaras. A person was considered to be reborn after returning
from a pilgrimage to Banaras (Kasi). It was really providential that even
during such a period as described above, Sri Veeraswamy could undertake
such a successful and comfortable tour not only to Kasi but travelled more
than half of the country.

Besides his womenfolk many pilgrims were among the entourage of
Sri Veeraswamy (p. 67). He has many palanquins for his travel (p. 86).
Sri Veeraswamy engaged palanquin bearers from Uppada and Berhampur
(pp. 205-206) and several yokemen to carry his luggage wrhich included tarpau-
lins and other accessories to pitch tents wTherever necessary and detachable
cots for sleeping comfortably (p. 51).

We do not know how much money Sri Veeraswamy spent during this
tour. Besides the expenditure involved in feeding his followers and servants,
it is not known how many thousands of rupees he spent in charities. The
gifts he offered to various deities and temples is not loiolvn. The fact that
he gave ornaments and other household objects of daily use besides new
clothes and two thousand rupees to a Gayavali at Gaya reveals to us
his unrestrained charitable disposition (p. 138). There is no end to small
deeds of presenting gifts and charities at various places.

As he was a man of foresight Sri Veeraswamy used to gather infor-
mation before hand about places, things and people, he was going to visit on
his onward journey. He never even hesitated to offer bribes, if necessary,
in order to have a comfortable travel (p. 102). He used to send an advance
messenger with some money and an introduction letter to the village officials
for "making arrangements for their stay (p. 30). In order to make arrange-
ments for a convenient, comfortable and easy travel after Jabalpur,
Sri Veeraswamy engaged a responsible person with whom he even. entered
into an agreement and executed a bond (p. 103). We may get an idea how
keen Veeraswamy was bent upon to have a Comfortable journey, from Kasi
onward Magistrates used to send their peons to assist Veeraswamy during his
journey (p. 129), Kochherlakota Venkataraya received Sri Veeraswamy and
his entire entourage and kept them in his house for some time and when
they set out on their onward journey, the Zamindar accompanied them till a
distance of 64 miles and bid them farewell. Is it not a matter of wonder!
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There are of course a few minor incidents like a fly in the pie, ill health
due to weather and local conditions at a few places. The otherwise
comfortable journey was marred by these regrettable incidents. Nevertheless
Veeraswamy being a knowledgeble person, could overcome these obstacles
by keeping some common medicines with .him. He himself used to give
medicine and cure when ttie yokemen and bearers fellill due to different maladies.
It is buq, natural that men on such a long travel of more than a year could not,
withstand separation from their women suppressing their urge for sex ! So